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For new S4, S5 and S6 pupils



Broad 
General 

Education

In S3 all pupils follow a broad general education 
across 8 curricular areas. The curricular areas are:

1 Languages/Literacy
2 Maths/Numeracy
3 Social Studies
4 Science
5 Expressive Arts
6 Technologies
7 Health & Wellbeing
8 Religious & Moral Education

In S3, you narrowed your subjects down to 8 
subjects plus core PE, PSE, and RP.

17 in S2

11 in S3



Senior Phase

When you go into the Senior Phase (S4 – S6) you 
study even fewer subjects.

In S4 you will study 6 subjects of the subjects you 
studied in S3 plus the core subjects of PE and PSE.



Senior Phase

When you go into the Senior Phase (S4 – S6) you 
study even fewer subjects.

In S5 you will continue with 5 of the 6 S4 subjects 
plus Personal Development and Leadership.



Senior Phase

When you go into the Senior Phase (S4 – S6) you 
study even fewer subjects.

In S6 you will study a minimum of 4 Subjects**, but 
most pupils will continue with 5.



Senior Phase

Hopefully, you have taken some time to think about your 
future career and have done some research around the 
qualifications you will need to get there.

https://screenpal.com/watch/c0lj6vVmpBD

https://screenpal.com/watch/c0lj6vVmpBD


S4 Pathways 
Process

The starting point is your S3 report from January. 
Read this carefully and identify the subjects you enjoy 
and the subjects you are good at.

Consider feedback from the S3 Parents Evening on 
23rd January.

Tonight – take a pathway form home.

Hopefully, the subjects you enjoy / are good at are the 
same ones you identify as being required for your 
career pathway.



S4 Pathways 
Process



S5 Pathways 
Process

In S5 you will continue with 5 of the 6 S4 subjects 
plus Personal Development and Leadership.

Must continue with strongest subjects – cannot drop 
out a good N5 to crash a Higher. 

Can crash in S6 if have good set of Highers in S5.

We are aspirational – most pupils pick 5 Highers. 



S5 Pathways 
Process



S6 Pathways

We ensure all our S6 leave with 5 Highers.

If you don’t achieve 5 in S5 then priority in S6 is achieve 
a minimum of 5.

Any S6 who does not achieve Leadership, PD, 
Employability in S5 will do this in S6 instead of a private 
study period.

Any S6 who has not achieved L6 Literacy and 
Numeracy in S5 will do this in S6 instead of private 
study period. 



S6 Pathways

If you achieve 5 Highers in S5 at A or B then you should 
aspire to do Baccalaureate.

If you achieve 5 Highers in S5 and not doing 
Baccalaureate then you must do one Advanced Higher.

**Wider Achievement can only be picked if you have 
achieved a minimum of 3 Highers in S5 and should get 
minimum of 5 by end of S6.
Wider Achievement must be timetabled in a Faculty for 
the year and sign off after 100 hours. 

Pupils are not allowed to “drop subjects” in S6.



S6 Pathways

Advanced Highers in Whitburn Academy:
We try to run as many as possible

West Lothian Academy:
Blended learning experience with some direct teaching 
but mainly independent study.

This experience is great preparation for Uni but you 
must have the discipline to work independently. 

LEAPS – course offered by Edinburgh University for 
pupils achieving 3 or less Highers in S5.



S6 Pathways



S6 Pathways



Mock 
Pathways

It is important that the school tries to offer the best 
possible combination of subjects for you.

You may have already had the chance to do mock forms 
with Mr Bulloch in the hall.

These mock forms gave you the opportunity to tell the 
school if there is a combination of subjects that you 
would like to study but can’t because of where they are 
placed in the Pathways Form.



What 
happens 

now?

Next steps:

This week = S3 into S4 pathways interviews begin.

Week beginning 3rd March = S4 and S5 assembly with reports 
and pathways forms issued.

Thursday 6th March = S4 into S5 pathways interviews begin.

Monday 17th March = S2 into S3 pathways interviews begin.

Monday 24th March = S5 into S6 pathways interviews begin. 

Bring your signed Pathways sheet for your Interview. 



Exams

6 weeks to Easter Holidays!!

Masterclasses started in January and run up to Easter 
Holidays.

3:30pm to 5:30pm

Exam preparation.

Pupils must attend if below target.  



Exams



Thank you Please take a pathways form on the way out.
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